
 

 

KIGOMA UJIJI MUNICIPAL COUNCIL v. ULIMWENGU RASHID t/a 

UJIJI MARK FOUNDATION 

COURT OF APPEAL OF TANZANIA 

AT TABORA 

(Mugasha, J.A., Kerefu, J.A. and Mwampashi, J A) 

CIVIL APPEAL NO. 222 OF 2020. 

(Appeal from the decision of the High Court of Tanzania at Tabora, 

Matuma, J. dated 5th day of March 2020 in Land Case No. 13 of 2015) 

 

Land Law – Appeal – Jurisdiction – whether the court had jurisdiction to 

determine an appeal originated from a time-barred Suit. 

 

The respondent claimed compensation from the appellant for the alleged 

unlawful acquisition of Plot No. 136 Block L.D Mwasenga Area within 

Kigoma/Ujiji Municipality. The appellant acquired the land to construct 

classrooms/buildings for Mwasenga Primary School without the respondent's 

permission or following legal procedures. 

 

Respondent filed a suit in the High Court of Tanzania at Tabora seeking 

compensation, general damages, and interest. The High Court ruled in favor 

of the respondent, ordering the appellant to pay compensation, damages, and 

interest. Dissatisfied with the judgment, the appellant filed an appeal in the 

Court of Appeal of Tanzania. 

 

Before the Court could embark on the hearing of the appeal on its merit, 

invited the parties to submit on a point of law on the jurisdiction of the trial 

court to entertain the suit out of time. 

Held: 

(i) The suit before the High Court was time-barred, consequently the court 

did not have the requisite jurisdiction to adjudicate on the matter and 

pronounce judgment from which an appeal could lie to this Court. 

 

The appeal is struck out. 
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